As the Summer Term draws to a close its
always good to reflect on what is a very
busy time for Brooke Priory, yet it is often
the most enjoyable and rewarding.
Following the disruption of all our lives
due to the pandemic, its humbling to see
how your children are thriving and fully
embracing all opportunities.
Despite inclement weather recently, our
sports days both went ahead in beautiful,
sunny and near perfect weather
conditions. A huge thanks must go to Mr
Smith our Head of Sport, and all his staff,
helpers and volunteers who put together
a detailed programme that allowed our
children to partake in a fabulous day of
competitive sport. Thoroughly enjoyed by
all and not least by our parents whose
attendance was welcomed in support of
all our children.

We were delighted with our recent
inspection, it was a great process for the
school. Although it only focussed on key
aspects of compliance, we worked closely
with the inspection team and received
significant praise for the work that is
going on in school. Particularly prominent
were positive conversations about our
robust and high-profile school values and
their links to our rewards and sanctions
systems.

Form VI Leavers

proud of them all and wish them the
greatest success in their future
endeavours.
Next term, we will continue to build upon
the success of this year which included
the imbedding of a new management
information system, development of
collaborative skills among the children,
increased parental engagement and
development of music and drama and a
new staff training programme.

Prep Sports Day
The final week of term was an incredible
mix of really special moments. The Form
VI production of Beauty and the Beast
was a true reflection of Brooke Priory
values of teamwork and confidence from
all involved including the ensemble cast
from Form V. Equally, the Form VI
Leavers Assembly marked the end of a
journey for some pupils who have been
with us since Nursery. We are so very

Pre-Prep Sports Day

PSCO Lauren

Our aim of positive relationships with
children will develop with introduction of
weekly pastoral meetings and an
integrated approach using our new
management information system. Work
with parents will continue with more
events, opportunities to come into school
and increased communication of progress.
‘Excellence in Teaching and Learning’ will
focus on reading and particularly
comprehension. This will be spearheaded
by Mrs Sillett and Mr Bancroft, with the
aim of further raising the profile and
competency throughout the school. Also,
in this area, we will be increasing the
windows of assessment opportunities in
school, this is designed to allow staff to
gain even further understanding of
progress, to inform next steps and to
reflect on teaching effectiveness. To
develop further connection with the
school and increase our ‘sense of
belonging’ we will be developing our
breadth of House Events and even
teaching our Form VI children from the
kitchen table of the original site of the
school.
On behalf of all of the staff, I would like to
wish you all a very happy, restful
and enjoyable summer holiday.

Wow, we can’t quite believe we are
nearing the end of another academic
year. As ever the Summer Term has been
busy but very enjoyable for all in the
Nursery and Pre-School. We have covered
lots of exciting themes with the children,
starting the term learning about Signs of
Spring, before moving onto ‘Our Five
Senses’. The highlight of the term has
definitely been our ‘People Who Help Us’
theme. We were very lucky to have some
special visitors including PCSO Lauren,
Paramedic Steve and the firefighter team
from Leicestershire Fire & Rescue. We
learned lots of valuable information from
them all and also got to look at the
different equipment they all used, we
even got to spray the water from the fire
engine hose!

are all very excited for their adventure into
Kindergarten in September. Equally our
older Nursery children are ready for their
next adventure with Mrs Morgan in PreSchool. An exciting time for all of our
children! The final events of the term, which
included sports day, our bug hunting Welly
Day at Brooke and our ‘Summer Fun Day’
Party finished off what has been a great
year.
Wishing you all a very happy and hopefully
sunny Summer Break.
Leicestershire Fire
& Rescue

The Early Years Team.

Dragon Hunting
with Miss Usher

Growing radishes with Mrs Morgan!

Paramedic Steve!
We are so proud of all of our children in
the Nursery and Pre-School, they have all
flourished
with
their
individual
development and their next challenges
await in September. Our current
Pre-School children have had a ‘taster
session’ with Miss McNaughtan and they
Welly Day Adventures

What an amazing experience I have had
over the past six weeks, during which time
I have had the privilege of teaching Form
I. They are the most creative and hard
working group of children who
consistently display and follow the values
of the school.

Where to start? Form IV have had the
busiest, fun filled and productive year. They
have all worked incredibly hard and
produced some wonderful work most of
which we have had the pleasure of looking at
on the numerous displays in our general
area.
Form III
What a fabulous Summer Term we have
had in Form III. Some highlights include
fractions in maths, The Song of the Dolphin
Boy, playing cricket and of course our
residential to Whitwell Hall in Norfolk.

Space - the Final Frontier!
Kindergarten have had a lovely term and
have fully thrown themselves into their
topics. They have learnt about bees and
have even helped to protect a bee's nest
by making signs to educate people on
bumblebees and how they are kind if you
leave them to carry out their important
jobs. The children performed a bee
assembly for the school to explain all the
different jobs that are needed to make a
hive run smoothly.
We have also enjoyed ‘Welly Days’ up at
Brooke Priory House which allows us to
continue our topics outside. The children
enjoyed a "space" themed ‘Welly Day’,
where they were astronauts in training
and even had to tackle "zero gravity".
We visited West Lodge Rural centre
where we learnt more about farming and
also how to be sustainable. The children
enjoyed a barrel ride, feeding the lambs
and other animals and even a sheep race!
We have worked hard to remember the
school values in everything that we do.
The children always show such lovely
teamwork and respectfulness, even
encouraging each other to do their best!
Kindergarten is such an important year for
the children to grow in confidence and
become more independent. They are so
excited to be moving to Form I in
September!
Miss Katy McNaughtan, Kindergarten

Wonders of the World

Welly Day
Highlights have been, visiting Rutland
Water Nature Reserve and discovering
newts, and using binoculars to watch the
water birds. Helping children to discover
their passion for reading and watching
them absorb the love of stories is always a
joy to see. Their enthusiasm and appetite
for number and ‘sum’ challenges has
never waned over the weeks. Our ‘Welly
Days’ have been thoroughly enjoyable,
and our end of year pool party was a real
highlight for the children in glorious
sunshine.
Finally, I have so enjoyed sharing my love
of History with them all, especially if the
story involved a battle! Thank you Form I
and good luck in your move to Form II.
Mrs Elizabeth Bell, Form I Teacher
Pool Party

We are proud of how hard Form II have
worked and developed as a group over
the course of this year. We have had
many highlights throughout this year
from, discovering the Wonders of the
World, to journeying with Sunny the
meerkat through Africa, hanging out in
the rainforest like a sloth or taking cover
in a real WW1 trench ... rats and all.

Pastel Workshop
We've had fun on ‘Welly Days’ roasting
marshmallows, climbing the fairy tree,
paddling in the stream, making dens and
getting very muddy! Our educational trips
this year have also been a great success
which started back in the Autumn term
with a visit to Rockingham Castle,
followed by a theatre trip to watch The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and a
visit to Stibbington to explore the signs of
spring and discover habitats. In school, we
were fortunate to have a local artist visit,
Andrea Naylor, who taught the children
how to use pastels effectively to create an
eye-catching giraffe or elephant. In true
Brooke style, we sang and celebrated our
way through the Platinum Jubilee!
Mrs Sacha Gelderbloom
Miss Vicki Sanders, Form II Teachers

The children completed an end of term
review and many of them reported that
they had loved learning about fractions, I
was quite amazed but also pleased as this
shows that they have understood what
they have learned.
Reading the story, Song of the Dolphin Boy
has also been enjoyable and quite an eye
opener as it has highlighted the dangers at
sea caused by humans to animals, this has
also linked to our geography topic on
Endangered Animals. This topic has
enabled the children to find out about the
impact that humans are having on the
planet and what we can do to help. The
class have been so mature and respectful; I
have been so proud of them. The Form III
residential to Norfolk was fantastic,
everybody enthusiastically partaking in
activities such as river dipping, boat
building, den building and toasting
marshmallows on the campfire. Staying
away from home at the age of seven or
eight is a big challenge for some of the
children and as usual the children
demonstrated our school values in
abundance.
Mrs Claire Sillett, Form III Teacher

Beauty and the Beast

Highlights of work during this term have
been the CSI Science Day, Shackleton and
Sutton Hoo
projects and the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee.

Other highlights outside the classroom have
included the spectacular performance of
‘Joseph’ to a packed theatre and the first
production since the Covid restrictions. Our
residential to Hilltop in Norfolk was a huge
success and we couldn’t believe what
daredevils the children could be, leaping,
climbing, and pushing themselves to the
limit! The final outing of the year was a
wonderful Brooke Priory Welly Day in the
sunshine, creating long lasting memories of
their time in Form IV.
Mrs Nicki Cashman, Mrs Jude Littleworth
Form IV Teachers

Wow! What an action-packed Summer Term
Form V have had! In the classroom, the
children continue to enjoy the practical
element of science conducting a number of
experiments exploring the impact of forces
as part of their physics topic. Exploring the
‘nonsense’ language and figurative writing
techniques of the author Lewis Carroll
throughout his famous poem ‘The
Jabberwocky’ was also a notable highlight. I
have been delighted to see so many children
demonstrate a number of our key school
values and drama skills during their
outstanding performance of the production
‘Beauty and the Beast’.
The Summer Term provides an opportunity
for large amounts of outdoor learning. The
children took part in a three-day residential
exploring
habitats,
wildlife,
coastal
landforms, erosion and human impact along
the Norfolk coastline. Exploring the
spectacular and unique landscape of
Blakeney Point (including the mud flats and
seals!) was a wonderful experience for the
children. They were also fortunate enough
to be invited to spend the day visiting the
Rutland Osprey Centre where they were
given the opportunity to see the nesting
ospreys and their chicks learning all about
the migration process, food chains and
habitats. Welly Days remain so popular
amongst the children with the fire building
and river walk such memorable experiences.
Mr Chris Tait, Form V Teacher

Our value of teamwork was high on the agenda as we began the Summer Term with our annual inter-house swimming gala for the Prep
school children. A bit of healthy competition between the houses was a lovely way of getting the term started, as the children enjoyed
the buzz of swimming for their house while being cheered on by their friends. The gala contained races in the three main strokes, as well
as relays involving all of the children. Eagles were victors in the Form III and IV event, as well as the Form V and VI competition, so a clean
sweep in the pool for the team in green hats!
The netball and football house matches took place at the end of the Spring Term, starting with the Form III and IV contests; Eagles won
the netball and the Ospreys came out on top in the football. A couple of days later the Form V and VI children took part in some keenly
contested matches that ended with an Eagles victory in both the netball and the football.
A bonus Eagles v Ospreys contest came in the form of inter house capture the flag, an idea that came from our brilliant school council.
This was as part of their whole school reward for completing the values jigsaw. Capture the flag is always popular in PE lessons, with
teamwork and honesty being the two prominent Brooke Priory values promoted by this inclusive invasion game. The scoring ebbed and
flowed between the houses as the children took part in nine games altogether, before Eagles eventually triumphed 5-4.
The year of inter house fixtures concluded with cricket and our Sports Day. The cricket matches were all played on a sunny Monday
afternoon in June. Four keenly contested games took place, with honours even at 2-2 in the end. Our final Eagles v Ospreys competition
was our athletics-based Sports Day, a brilliant way to end a busy year of inter house sport.
Through all of our competitive inter house competitions and challenges we strive to promote respectfulness, friendliness and happiness
through encouraging sporting behaviour. We stress the importance of reacting with humility whether in victory or defeat; an important
learning process for the children.
It was incredible to once again see the children apply themselves with such resilience during our annual sponsored swim. The annual
twenty-minute challenge for Forms II-VI raised a lot of money for two very worthwhile causes. Following the swim we were delighted to
be able to present our two chosen recipients with a share of the £2,357 raised by this event. The money was divided evenly between
Save the Children towards their recent work supporting families in Afghanistan, and Rutland Refill who we were delighted to welcome
into school recently. They joined us for an assembly during which they told us all about the work they to reduce plastic packaging in their
local shop, while also supporting local children with special educational needs, as well as providing help for local people who suffer with
loneliness.
Our swim team, led by captains Harriet and William, had an enjoyable Spring Term fixture against Stamford Junior School, followed by
the Rutland Schools Team Relay competition. The latter was a particularly successful event for our squad, who came away victorious
following a series of individual and relay races for which the children accumulate points for their team. The reward for this came a couple
of weeks later as the team commendably represented Rutland in the county event.
As January arrives each year so does the beginning of the Brooke Priory swimming journey for our Kindergarten class. This is always an
exciting and rewarding time for all. The children have been superb throughout their first two terms, showing confidence, hard work and
resilience in abundance. It is brilliant to see them all beaming with big smiles during the water confidence and basic stroke development
lessons. It is amazing to hear that they look forward to ‘swimming day’ with such eagerness and anticipation.
Early in the Spring Term a company called ‘Restless Development’ came into school to talk to the Prep children about a team triathlon
event taking place in the summer. Their task was to put together a team of four, raise money for a worthy cause and then complete the
swimming, cycling and running time trial as a group. A number of our children were inspired by this and took on the challenge with
energy and purpose. The day of the event proved to be hugely successful with Brooke Priory being represented by seven teams from
Forms III-VI, in a national competition that involved schools from throughout the country. It was an amazing experience for all of the
children and a brilliant opportunity for them to display some of our Brooke Priory school values, such as confidence, teamwork, and hard
work and resilience. Our Under 10 and 11 children set the pace, with two of the teams finishing in the top ten.
Following their impressive performances in the Rutland Schools Cross Country Championships in September, a number of our runners
earned the opportunity to represent the county in the Leicestershire schools competition in February. In tough weather conditions the
children applied themselves with determination and resilience, making us all really proud. Bailey’s superb run meant that he qualified for
the national championships, in which he finished an impressive eleventh place over all.
Entering your final year at primary school is always a special time for many reasons, particularly at Brooke Priory where the children learn

about responsibility through the various leadership roles on offer. Team captains across various sports, as well as PE Prefects, are
awarded throughout the year; it is always inspiring and enthusing for our younger children to see Form VI receiving these responsibilities
in whole school assemblies. Well done to all of our captains and PE Prefects this year, who are celebrated through our leadership display
in the sports hall.
Highlights of our fixtures programme since Christmas have included a commendable performance by our Under 11 netball team at the
national championships in Framlingham. The girls competed superbly throughout the day, losing out to the eventual winners in the
knockout stages. The Brooke Priory gymnastics squad had lots of fun at the Rutland Schools championships. They were rewarded for
their hard work and dedication in training with successful performances across all age groups, from Form II to VI. The children clearly
enjoyed the experience and it was brilliant to see the squad arrive back at school complete with beaming smiles and the added bonus of
medals hanging around their necks!
Staying with fixtures, In Form VI’s absence the Under 10 cricket team represented Brooke superbly in the Rutland Schools Under 11
cricket competition; a worthwhile experience for them as we look ahead to next year. Dodgeball is always hugely popular among the
children at Brooke Priory, due to its fast paced, inclusive and team-based nature. We made our debut in the Rutland Schools
championships in the spring and now aim to make this a regular feature on our fixture list. The annual area athletics at Corby took place
in June, involving our best athletes from Forms IV-VI. The event had a Commonwealth Games flavour to it with each school being given a
country to represent, in our case South Africa. The final fixture of the year involved our Under 8 cricketers, who had the buzz of
experiencing their first cricket game, an enjoyable and close match with St Peter’s.
The annual summer cycling days at Rutland Water were hugely rewarding for our Prep school children. They demonstrated many of our
school values, while at the same time working on their cycling capabilities, including the skilful use of gears, as well as the safe and
effective use of brakes. Each year group exceeded our expectations and were able to ride further than originally planned, showing a
good team spirt and work ethic along the way. Plenty of respectfulness, friendliness and happiness was on display, as the children won
praise from members of the public for their extremely considerate attitude towards other people and the environment around them.
The ethos at Brooke Priory aims to develop a harmony between competitive determination and a humble dignified approach,
underpinned by enjoyment and development. I am delighted with the way in which children and families have embraced this. Finally,
thank you for taking the time to read the regular PE and sport blog. These are available to view on the school website and provide
regular updates on all things PE and sport at Brooke Priory.

Mr Matt Smith, Head of Sport

The main focus for art last term, was our portrait work. Under the theme ‘The Person I most Admire’, the children in Forms III to IV
worked with any materials and mediums they choose, to create their portrait. The standard of work was very good and the wonderful
range of pictures produced were entered in to this year’s Inter-house art competition. All the children then visited each class where the
artwork was on show, and voted for their favourite for the ‘People’s Choice’ winner in each form. The winning pictures were displayed in
our Reception area.
Two of the pictures were entered into the National IAPS Art Competition for their outstanding work, congratulations to Grace (Form IV)
and Claudia (Form VI).
Form VI have been working on their final project, where they created a piece of
artwork to be left at Brooke Priory when they leave. This year the children have
designed giant mini-beasts out of wood, for the Pre-Prep play area. The children
put all their artistic skills and great care into their work, with outstanding results,
which they proudly unveiled to their parents at the end of term, with drinks in the
garden.
Mrs Jude Littleworth, Head of Art

Mrs Louise Short, Receptionist

Mrs Nicki Cashman, Form IV Teacher - Head of Science

The purpose of this piece is to introduce
myself to you…. However, I’m pretty sure
I’ve met most of you already and most
definitely know your children very well. I’m
loving my role here at Brooke Priory. The
other staff and teachers have made me
feel very welcome, and your children are
truly a pleasure.

15 years of working at Brooke Priory have just flown by and I have loved every minute of
it. It was my late husband, David, who found Brooke and was shown round by the
wonderful Mrs Wendy Bromwich.

This is my first job for a long time. For the
past 10 years I’ve been a stay-at-home
Mummy to my three amazing daughters,
Grace 17, Eliza 13, and Phoebe 5 (Form 1),
whilst supporting my husband as he has
risen through the ranks within his
company. His career has made us an
international family, spending many years
living in Wroclaw, Poland, Munich and
Germany.

Some of the highlights of my years here are setting up the gymnastics and the excitement
and pride I felt watching the gymnasts reach the National finals several years later. Welly
Days at Brooke, pulling a couple of children out of the mud! Seeing the thrill and awe on
children's faces when we carry out experiments in science (lots of them!). Residentials,
particularly the one to France! There are just too many memories to write down, but they
are all stored in my mind to enjoy in years to come.

All my working life has involved children
from being a private nanny to managing a
large day nursery. From running baby and
Mummy singing classes to helping new
families establish sleep routines. I’ve
always been on the PTA at the schools my
daughters have attended and assisted with
reading, residential trips, and sporting
events within their schools.

We knew it was the perfect school for our young children and I was planning to take a
short break from teaching after relocating from East Sussex. Mrs Bell, however, can be
very persuasive and after a couple of weeks of settling into the area, I found myself
teaching at Brooke Priory!

I started my career in an inner London school in 1990 and those children are now in their
40's with children of their own no doubt, but I remember every single one of them! Thank
you to all the children I have had the privilege to teach throughout my career and my
wonderful colleagues at Brooke Priory who I couldn't have survived these last few years
without. Thank you Mrs Bell for persuading me all those years ago to join the Brooke
Priory family. I will miss you all so much x

To conclude …. I’m a Mummy. This role
here at Brooke Priory, I believe, is being a
Mummy just on a bigger scale!
At Brooke Priory, wellbeing of the children is always at the forefront of our teaching and learning, a happy child is a healthy, learning
child. This year we have added so much to our wellbeing offer, from the sensory room to Lego therapy. The children in all the year groups
have the option of visiting the sensory room if they want to. They also thoroughly enjoyed visiting the "prayer" room set up by Mrs
Dyson. We were very lucky to receive some amazing workshops this year that opened up conservations with the children through use of
art and play.

In my down time I love spending time with
my husband, girls, and Basil our fourlegged friend. We all love walking,
travelling, music and spend the majority of
our time laughing.
I’m really looking forward to getting to
know you all better, especially at the
parents’ social events which the school
organise. Thank you for welcoming me so
warmly into the Brooke Priory family.

We are always very proud of our extra curricular offerings here at Brooke Priory. We try to
make our before and after school clubs attractive to a wide range of interests.
We have a plethora of lunch time and before/after school clubs and activities available
daily including ballet, art, music, sports, languages, gymnastics, drama, chess, planet
protectors and crafting to name a few. Clubs play a huge part in our enrichment
programme, complementing our full and exciting curriculum. They also allow our children
to relax and properly engage with the friends after a full day of learning whilst developing
a new skill. Watch out for all our new clubs due to be published in our Autumn Term
Calendar Card which are available to book in the first week of term.

Horse & Pony Club

Ballet & Dance

Sewing & Craft Club

Along with Form III and IV's production of
"Joseph and his Technicoloured Dreamcoat"
and the class assemblies, Brooke Priory have
wowed on stage throughout this year!

The Form V children approached the everpopular Enterprise Project with such
energy, drive and enthusiasm. Setting up
their own business, each group were
asked to ‘grow’ £10 by any way that they
wished. They put together a business
plan, including branding, marketing and
costings. Through stalls, selling a number
of various items, cake sales, discos, parties
and raffles the children raised an
incredible £860 for various charities.
Some up-and-coming entrepreneurs to
look out for in the future!

Mr Chris Tait, Form V Teacher

Mrs Katy McNaughtan, Drama Teacher

Spotlight - Form VI

It has been wonderful this year to see the return of many of the amazing experiences
that our Form VI pupils get to take part in during the final year of their Brooke Priory
journey. The removal of bubbles has once again seen our eldest children paired with a
member of the Kindergarten to help with the transition into the main part of the school.
The relationships that are formed benefit both parties in a unique and special way.
An increased and expanded number of roles of responsibility has given every child the
opportunity to lead, whether in sport, science, art, running the School Council or in many
other areas of the school. Our Form VI leavers have learnt about responsibility and the
need to set an example to earn respect.
We returned to Warning Zone to give the children practical advice for dealing with
various scenarios that they may encounter as they get older and more independent and
ran a first aid course. Anglesey became the destination for our residential, offering the
children new and wonderful opportunities for team building such as cliff jumping and
coasteering. A real highlight for all involved!
Finally, we have been able to reintroduce Drama, both into the weekly timetable and as
an end of year production of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. All of this has been balanced
with a curriculum full of hard work, effort and commitment, in turn leading to a
wonderful set of examination results and scholarships for entrance into senior schools.
We are very proud of our pupils as they prepare to ‘fledge the nest’ and embark on the
next step of their education. We will miss you all but know that you leave a lasting legacy
for future Form VI pupils to come!
Mr Joe Bancroft & Mr Jon Wand, Form VI Teachers

Back in March, a group of our Form VI
children performed a dance at the
Stamford Corn Exchange Theatre. This was
a wonderful experience for all involved,
and the first time that Brooke Priory had
entered this yearly event. Many other
schools across the county also entered
dances and the students had the
opportunity to watch each other’s
creations before taking to the stage
themselves.
The students worked with Miss Francesca
to create a contemporary dance piece
based on artwork. They brainstormed
ideas and selected movement phrases in
small groups before coming together to
create the finished piece. They then
performed to an audience of 200 people,
including their families. It was a wonderful
evening, enjoyed by all.
We look forward to entering the event
again next year.
Mrs Francesca Ainge, Dance Teacher

This year Form VI have been taking Drama
as part of their curriculum and this has
helped to develop such a lovely confidence
in all the children when performing as well
as a respect for their peers.
They have been rehearsing hard over the
Summer Term for their production of
"Beauty and the Beast" and have shown
their skill in dancing, acting and singing.
We were very lucky to have some
professionals from Tolethorpe Youth
Drama who worked with Form II - V to
create a fascinating and impressive devised
piece.

Tolethorpe Youth Drama

The last two terms have been very busy in
music, with almost all form groups
preparing for performances or taking part in
workshops.

Forms III and IV spent the Lent Term
rehearsing for Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat. Pupils took on the
challenge with gusto, and we were so
impressed with the performances they
gave. All of the children really worked to
develop their singing voices and they should
all be very proud of the work they put into
the rehearsals.
In the Summer Term, the children have
been learning to play the ukulele, which
were very kindly provided by the Friends of
Brooke Priory. All of the children have
shown real enthusiasm for this and have
made quick progress. We hope to be able to
demonstrate these new-found skills to
parents next year!
Form V kicked off their Summer Term with a
Brazilian samba drumming workshop, led by
the Director of Music from Oakham School,
Mr Davis. They learned a little about the
history of Samba, before getting stuck into
learning various rhythmic patterns on the
percussion instruments and putting this
together in a whole-class piece. What a
fabulous experience it was!

Form VI had the opportunity to visit Oakham
School at the start of the summer term for a
Gamelan workshop. Gamelan is the
traditional music of Indonesia and, upon
arrival, pupils had to remove their shoes
before entering the Gamelan room, as a sign
of respect to the instruments. Children were
each seated next to an instrument and
learned about the history behind the
Gamelan and were given strict instructions
not to ‘wake the dragon’ in the gong! They
learned to put melodic patterns together
and then perform as an ensemble,
embracing the school’s ‘teamwork’ value.
This was a wonderful experience, the only
criticism from the children being that they
wished it had lasted longer.
On Thursday 16th June, twenty-one
musicians from Forms III-VI took part in an
after-school concert. We had a variety of
solo instrumental and singing performances,
including pieces on the piano, violin, flute,
saxophone and guitar. All of the children
played with confidence and it was a lovely
opportunity for family members to see what
the children have been working on with
their instrumental teachers (both in and out
of school) all year. Well done to all involved.
Mrs Grantham organised a wonderful
concert for our younger pupils on
Wednesday 22nd June. Parents were invited
to watch Form I and II pupils perform, and
we even had a guest appearance from a
confident Kindergarten pianist! The children
were able to demonstrate what they have
been learning in their class music lesson this
year with Mrs Grantham; Form I sang
‘Maybe It’s Because I’m a Londoner’ and
also performed a waltz on recorders. Form II
performed two pieces on recorders and Mrs
Gant’s Form II violins performed ‘Twinkle
Twinkle Little Star’. In-between the group
items we also heard solo performances from
some of our young musicians on the piano
and guitar. The concert culminated with all
of the pupils joining together to perform
three feel-good songs. Well done Mrs
Grantham and all of the children!

The school music ensemble has been growing steadily since the start of the year and it has been lovely to have more and more pupils
joining us over the last two terms. Pupils have been able to learn music to perform in assembly, as well as the national anthem for our
Jubilee celebration. As our ensemble continues to become stronger, we can’t wait to learn some more challenging music and for them
to take part in more assemblies next year. Our ensemble is open to all musicians (excluding pianists) in Forms III to VI. Please contact
Mrs Gant if you have any questions.
Instrumental lessons continue to be very popular in school and our recent concerts were wonderful opportunities for us to see how
pupils are progressing with their teachers. We do still have spaces for some instruments in September (Forms II and upwards) so please
contact Mrs Kershaw or Mrs Gant if you are interested in signing up.
Our Junior and Senior Choirs have been very successful this year, as has Mrs McNaughton’s signing choir and we are excited for the
introduction of a Chamber Choir next year, for pupils who have a love of singing and who are keen to develop their skills further with
some more challenging material.

Mrs Emma Gant, Head of Music

What a fabulous year in the languages department we have had. Not
only all the wonderful work the children have achieved with their
language skills - their vocabulary learning, singing of songs, role play
activities and games - but also a Mandarin workshop and the
introduction of Spanish to Forms V and VI in our after-school club.
Nursery and Pre-School have enjoyed their mini beast topic learning the names of the creatures, listening to commands in French,
working on their pronunciation of French names, counting and singing and dancing to the insect song. Kindergarten became animals and
learnt the song ‘Vieux MacDonald’ and the rhyme Deux Petits Oiseaux and they have also been singing a song about modes of transport.
Form I have learned the names of the four seasons in French and sentences to describe them which included some actions. Form II have
looked at the story ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ in French and can name body parts; they loved singing ‘head, shoulders, knees and toes’ in
French. Form III have been describing their family and can now introduce themselves, saying where they live, their name, their age,
listing members of their family and their ages and names too. Form IV have loved their ‘clothes’ topic, being able to describe what they
are wearing including using adjectival agreement to describe the colour and the correct conjugation of the verb ‘porter’. Form V can
recall the names of the planets in French in the correct order and have written wonderful descriptions of them including some complex
vocabulary. Form VI have learned about global citizenship in our ‘Me in the World’ topic this term. They have broadened their cultural
understanding of Francophone countries comparing the countries and their capital cities and have created posters in French about how
they can look after the planet.
I am thrilled with how popular Spanish Club has been and I am delighted that our beginners can now introduce themselves and have a
conversation in Spanish. The children particularly enjoyed the Spanish Fiesta in our final session enjoying some delicious treats.
I was delighted to welcome Mr Zeng and his assistant, Miss Hsu, from Uppingham School who came to teach Mandarin to the children in
Pre-School to Form VI. The children learned about the symbols and how they have altered over time as well as learning some phrases
which I still hear being spoken around the school.

Here we are again at the end of another academic year! 2022 has seen us get back to a more normal way of life
which has meant the Friends have been able to be more active within school.
The pupils were thrilled by the Pantomime at Christmas. It was a spirited performance with lots of audience
participation. A visit from Santa and a gift completed the event nicely. We hope to build on this next year and see
it become a regular annual highlight.
Although the Spring disco was unable to go ahead, we look forward to adding this back onto the social calendar next year. With money
raised from the popular weekly cake raffle and the annual Christmas Raffle, we were able to support the staff with added extras to
enhance the children’s experiences at school. These requests are usually very specific and beyond the usual curriculum items, giving our
children a broader range of opportunities:
Miss Francesca has been busy working on good posture in her ballet classes with her new ballet barre.
Mr Smith’s catch back nets. These have proved so popular and useful in sports that another set have been ordered.
Mrs Gant’s ukuleles have been a fantastic addition to music lessons and the children have thoroughly enjoyed learning a new instrument.
Mr Tait has introduced a new element to enhance the Welly Days - the firepit has proved very popular!
All the children have had the opportunity to play with the new sports equipment and the Friends are keen to support this unstructured
yet essential part of the children's days at Brooke Priory.
Future Initiatives
Survey - look out for a survey in September, we want to hear your ideas!
Re-launch - following feedback from the survey we are looking to relaunch the Friends
September Coffee Morning - join us on Friday 9th September, 2022 for a catch-up!
Cake Raffle - we are considering a termly prize for ‘Cake of the Term’
100 Club - an annual lottery where prizes are drawn every term
Hannah Caddy, Chair - The Friends of Brooke Priory

It was lovely to hear from Ethan Mitchell Clarke who left Brooke Priory in 2018 to go
onto study at Stamford School.
In his final year at Brooke Priory, Ethan was the first to receive the Stuart Broad Endeavour Cup.
He has continued to succeed and in 2022 was awarded the best navy cadet from Stamford School.
Equally in Year 9 & 10 he also earned an award for ’service to school and volunteering’.
Ethan has become a keen sailor and recently he was part of the Stamford School Fireflies Racing
Team that came 7th overall in the British Schools Dinghy Racing Association (BSDRA) National
Competition. They won the silver division with 5 straight wins and were drawn against the overall
winners and placed 7th overall. A fantastic team effort for a new team especially as this was the
first time they had raced together. Well done Ethan - keep up the great work!

Remember to keep practising your French over the holidays using your logins for the interactive games, songs and activities and if you
are heading to a French speaking country, try to order some food and drink, say hello, goodbye and thank you in French.
Bonnes vacances!
Madame Persani, Head of MFL

Well done to Jessica & Elodie in reaching
the Nottingham Mega-finals of the
Delancey Schools Chess Challenge. Placed
2nd (Jessica) and 3rd (Elodie).

