This term, we have worked hard in developing closer links with our parents which led to the
inaugural launch of the Brooke Priory Golf Society. A great day was had by all and further
tournaments will be planned for next year.
Where possible, we try and involve and
source local suppliers for our events
programme which led to a Wine Tasting
Evening in November, kindly hosted by Mr
& Mrs Clark with a range of Italian wines
supplied by Bat & Bottle of Oakham.

Brooke Priory Golf Society Members

We hope the events we have planned are
both varied and enjoyable enough to attract
a wide spectrum of our parents More
events are planned for 2022 so please keep
an eye on your communications from the
school and our social media.

Wine Tasting Evening

For the curry lovers amongst us our next
#BrookePriorySocial event will be in
February at Sarpech in Oakham - further
details to follow.
The Friends of Brooke Priory started the term with lots more exciting events
and activities for both pupils and parents. We welcomed back the popular
Cake Raffle on Thursdays and it has been wonderful to see the children
excited by the delicious cakes that have been baked each week. Well done to
all bakers involved so far!
The two Christmas Wreath making events were a real triumph with beautiful decorations made all round. Thank you to Fern & Myrtle for
putting together this event and Mrs Clark for hosting. It was fantastic to be social again.
We were very grateful for the many donations to the Christmas Raffle this year, as well as the massive support we saw via the tickets sold.
Congratulations to the lucky winners. In lieu of the Christmas Fayre we decided to put on the pantomime ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ from
‘Chaplins Pantos 4 Kids.’ This was a great success with many laughs had. With a visit from Father Christmas and a special gift, it was a
lovely way to celebrate and finish the Autumn term off in style.
Look out in the Spring term for other social events such as a Spring Disco and more new equipment that the Friends have been able to
purchase with funds raised. This includes a ballet barre, more catch back nets and ukuleles.
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! - The Friends of Brooke Priory

Lots of new faces joined us this term. Mrs Gant (Head of Music), Madame Persani
(Modern Foreign Languages Teacher), Mrs Kempin (Receptionist/Admin Assistant), Mrs
Lamyman (Teaching Assistant), Miss Deedigan (Early Years Assistant), and finally Mrs Short
and Mrs Hewson (Lunchtime Assistants). A very warm, Brooke Priory Welcome to All.
Mrs Gant

Mrs Kempin

Mrs Lamyman

Miss Deedigan

Mrs Short

Mrs Hewson

Madame Persani

The children have had such a positive,
enriched, and exciting term. Of course, a
focus on academic work is our bread and
butter, but variety, practical experiences
and breadth of study has made Brooke
Priory an inspirational place to be. Seeing
the children bounding into school in the
mornings is a true barometer of the
excellent work going on, day in and day
out, from our talented teaching team.

With the renewed clarity in our school
aims, we have been able to continue to
drive the school forward this term.
Particular areas of focus have been
‘positive relationships’ and ‘excellence in
teaching and learning’. A strength of the
school has always been our bespoke and
personalised relationships with the
children, understanding, challenging, and
celebrating their strengths and identifying
areas where support is needed.
A
renewed focus for this year has been
developing these similar relationships
with parents, with the aim of working
more closely to best support the children.
We have worked hard on developing our
weekly communication, having greater
presence at drop off and pick up,
increased social events, and improved
informal interactions.
Our teaching and learning focus has been
on collaboration among staff. We have an
abundance of expertise and experience in
our team and sharing and peer coaching
has helped improve standards across the
board. We have enjoyed staff led inset
training, sharing of good practice, team
teaching and peer observations.

‘To be the best we can be’, our umbrella
value, has been central to everything we
have done this term. I take such pride in
seeing the children develop traits of
respectfulness, confidence, hard work,
honesty and teamwork. We know that
development of these characteristics sets
the children up so well for their futures
and allows learning to flourish. Our
Values Jigsaw Puzzle was completed in
the lead up to Christmas. It’s wonderful
to award and recognise outstanding
examples of our values amongst our
school community. As you know, if a
member of staff spots a child or group of
children exhibiting our values in a special
way a jigsaw piece is awarded and
celebrated in our whole school
assembly.
Examples this term have
included supportive friendship, leadership
and even resilience from our team of staff
running in the Rutland Water 10K.
On behalf of all the staff I would like to
wish you a very Merry Christmas. Enjoy
precious family time together and we look
forward to seeing you all again in 2022!
Thank you for your continued support.

What a fabulous performance from the
Nursery, Pre-School and Kindergarten cast in
this years EYFS Nativity. All the children
spoke with great confidence and sang
beautifully. Kindergarten even signed whilst
they were singing. Thank you to all the EYFS
staff and Mrs Grantham for preparing the
children so well. What was even more
special was having our parents in school to
experience it; thanks to you all for your
support.

With my very best wishes,
Duncan Flint - Headmaster

Mrs Johnson, Mrs Gelderbloom and Mrs
Tindall, receiving their resilience award.

The children enjoyed (oh yes they did) a
great performance of Red Riding Hood by
visiting theatre company Chaplins. It was
quite a loud affair and the children were
delighted to receive a special gift from
Santa as they left the theatre. With thanks
to the Friends for organising such a
memorable close to our Autumn Term.

Nursery and Pre-School have had yet another exciting term. It has been wonderful to see both new and
existing children flourish with enthusiasm and confidence throughout their learning journey at Brooke
Priory this term. We have enjoyed many new topics from Harvest Time and Farming to Nocturnal
Animals and Nursery Rhymes.
We are always striving to build on our children’s prior learning through their individual interests and
stages of development. Communication, language and literacy are always at the heart of their learning.
With the introduction of our ‘Book of the Week’ and our ‘ERIC Bears’ this term, the children have
engaged with many different stories; from interacting with props and retelling stories in the Nursery to
creating their own puppets to extend a story and recognise a rhyme in Pre-School. Christmas is always a
fun experience for all, the children have been getting into full festive spirit during their play in our
grotto, elf wrapping station and practising for our Nativity production.
Mrs McMurray

Emmy & ERIC the Bear

Nursery & Pre-School Manager
Kindergarten have had an amazing Autumn term and have really hit the ground running. We have learned so much in just a few weeks
including all our new routines and have become so independent. We started the term by learning all about the "colour monster" and
how he can help us understand emotions. His emotions are linked to colours, using these colours has really helped us to express how
we feel to our friends and teachers at school.
We have been enjoying our "Book of the Week" that is always linked to our topic. We were lucky enough to go and see one of these
books performed on stage! We watched "What the Ladybird Heard" at the Leicester Curve, great fun was had by all! We have really
enjoyed finding about lots of different cultures and traditions as part of our "Celebrations" topic this term. We have learned all about
Diwali, Hanukkah, St Andrews Day, Birthdays, Remembrance Day and Christmas. We have really embraced all parts of the celebrations,
by learning dances, making traditional items and tasting new foods.
This year we have been delighted that the Kindergarten children can have Form VI buddies. They have made some beautiful friendships
and they thoroughly enjoy spending time together. Form VI created some maths PowerPoint for the Kindergarten children which
complemented the EYFS maths curriculum. The Kindergarten children showed off their excellent IT skills! The children have also been
practicing their Nativity and really enjoyed performing this to their parents.
Form VI have been taking part in some drama classes this term, this is an opportunity for them to showcase their creativity and
imagination. Drama requires confidence, teamwork and respect, which tie in nicely with the values of the school. Drama offers a safe
space for the children to develop their self-confidence and demonstrate an understanding of emotions within themselves and others.
Form VI have been creating some short plays for their Kindergarten buddies using the stories written by Julia Donaldson. They are using
these books to create scripts and have been rehearsing these with props, stage directions and basic costumes. They look forward to
sharing these with Kindergarten in January!
Miss McNaughtan

Form II have had a busy and jam-packed
Autumn term. We started back in
September with a trip to Rockingham
Castle followed by a much enjoyed and
muddy Welly Day where we built dens,
collected conkers, paddled in the stream
and climbed the fairy tree. We also
completed some outdoor maths and built
our own tens frames to help us with
number bonds to 100.
In our English lessons, we searched for the
perfect home for Sunny the meerkat and
wrote our own mission stories based on
‘Traction Man’. We also focused on
different writing techniques such as
alliteration, a power of three and
extended noun phrases.
We were also extremely lucky to be able
to visit a WWI trench as part of our
Remembrance celebrations. It was a
multisensory experience for the children
and one that they thoroughly enjoyed.
During the run up to Christmas, the
children performed a dance and some
songs in front of the school and their
family
members. They showed a
considerable amount of confidence and
happiness to be able to perform in front
of a live audience once again.
Miss Sanders & Mrs Gelderbloom
Form II Teachers

Kindergarten Teacher
Kindergarten with their
Form VI buddies
What a wonderful first term Form I have had. They were both authors and illustrators when they
made their own Stickmen stories and created their own Stickman characters. They have enjoyed
poetry and as well as writing some wonderful winter acrostic poems, they created a 'Don't Poem
for the Teacher' along the lines of that of Michael Rosen's 'Don't'.
This half term has also been extremely busy in the lead up to Christmas. It was lovely to be able
to enjoy doing an end of term production once again. The children thoroughly enjoyed
performing to their parents and the school as elves in our little play. One of the children's
highlights has been when they helped Santa to find his missing reindeer 'Dancer' through their
creative writing, and received a reward of hot chocolate from Santa when he was safely found.
Mrs Beadsley
Form I Teacher

Rockingham Castle
Form I - Wildlife Garden

Form III Baking
The Autumn term at Brooke Priory School
has been busy and successful for the
children in Form III. Settling into the Prep
department, the children have shown
resilience, maturity and always with a
smile on their faces. The school values
have a big impact on the children as they
are always striving to earn house points
for respectfulness, hard work and
resilience, for example, and at the same
time looking out for those that they can
award house points to. They are currently
working on ways to show the value of the
half term - honesty, through being honest
with themselves about how much effort
they are making in various subjects in the
curriculum.
Our English curriculum has meant we
have been able to write conflict/
resolution stories, even having to resolve
the conflict of all the teachers quitting
their jobs, including Mr. Flint! We have
learnt how to write non-fiction
information texts, where we have found
out about Fire Unicorns and unbelievably,
that River Unicorns are reluctant
swimmers. Our spelling has been taught
through the investigation of spelling rules,
the confidence of the children has grown
by them becoming Spelling Detectives,
exploring patterns and examining phonics,
not an easy task with the English
language. What has been great to see in
the class is the children's enthusiasm for
reading. They are beginning to
recommend books to each other and
share books during our reading time, with
their feet up and a cushion to lean on!
Mrs Sillett, Form III Teacher

Wow! What a busy term the Form IV’s
have had. We were lucky enough to have
a trip to Lunt Roman Fort, whilst the
weather was still on our side. This was an
engaging, hands on learning experience
and resulted in being the topic of our
school assembly. Due to the ongoing
pandemic the last time the Form IV’s
‘performed’ on stage was a couple of
years ago. Therefore, the nerves and
excitement were through the roof before
the assembly! We were delighted with the
confidence the children displayed
articulating their voices and explaining
about the Romans. Next term, we hope
the children will be on stage again
performing ‘Joseph and the Amazing
Technicoloured Dream Coat’, a show not
to be missed!
Academically, this term we have based
our English unit on the novel ‘The Leopard
in the Golden Cage’. The creative writing
the children have produced has been a
delight to read. In Science, Mrs Cashman
has continued to work her magic and
inspire the children through a number of
practical experiments which the children
absolutely love. In Maths, we have been
focussing on our times tables, mental
arithmetic, reasoning and problem-solving
skills. Mrs Cashman’s group have been
enjoying ‘being the teacher’ and
consolidating their understanding of
column addition and subtraction. Mrs
Clarke’s group have enjoyed numerous
times tables games including ‘zap’ and
‘around the world’. They have also
recently designed fantasy lands as a
perimeter investigation, drawing maps
incorporating every child’s dream
hobbies. ICT has been an incredibly
popular lesson, we have been working on
creating our own games and Christmas
cards using Scratch.
Outside the classroom, it has been
fantastic having the opportunity to take
the children away for hockey and rugby
matches this term. The improvement in
game awareness, skills and tactical
understanding has been dramatic! The
behaviour of the children at away
matches has been exemplary and they
have all thoroughly enjoyed the
experience of having match teas and
chatting to the opposition.

We were lucky enough to have a Welly
Day in October, where we had the
opportunity to be the first-year group to
use the new orienteering course and
equipment. After initial confusion, the
children learnt how to hold maps the
correct way around and navigate
themselves to specific points. In the
afternoon, playing in the river and
smearing mud up the bank walls was a
highlight, thankfully no one fell in!
Mrs Clarke & Mrs Cashman
Form III Teachers

sessions, are allowing the children to
enhance their writing further.
As a group, they pride themselves on
working well collaboratively and looking
out for each other. It is this ability to work
well together that has allowed for some
wonderful scientific research throughout
our very practical based chemistry topic.
Exploring a variety of reactions, they have
taken such enjoyment from observing and
understanding
the
ways
various
substances react with each other. The
looks on their faces when the reactions
took place were of such intrigue,
excitement and inquisitiveness; it gave
them their own slime, lava lamp, ‘crazy’
substances and crystals. The only thing it
gave me was a lot of clearing up to do!
I was delighted to see the way they
conducted themselves outside of the
school, when visiting both a Hindu temple,
to further their understanding of the
Hindu religion and an interactive Van
Gogh exhibition to understand further the
works and life of the artist. Their manners
and respectfulness were befitting of our
school values and were positively
commented on, by both venues.

Mr Tait
Form V Teacher
Lunt Roman Fort

I am incredibly proud to see the Form V
children settle into their Upper-Prep
journey so well. Developing a sense of
independence and ownership the children
have achieved so much, both academically
and in their own personal development, in
such a short space of time.
In the classroom, they have worked hard
on developing their mathematical
strategies utilising concrete apparatus to
support and deepen their understanding
further. They have produced some
wonderful
mystery
stories
and
explanation
texts
based
upon
contraptions that they have designed.
Investigating and understanding various
spelling rules, and weekly
grammar

Form V Science

What a busy but extremely enjoyable term this has been for PE and sport here at Brooke, not least for our Prep school fixtures and
competitions programme. Our Form VI children have unfortunately now played their final hockey and rugby matches for Brooke, but
what a memorable final term of these sports they have had, displaying the Brooke Priory values of hard work, resilience and teamwork in
abundance. The hockey squad enjoyed numerous fixtures and festivals with other local schools and improved immeasurably throughout
the term. It has been a similar story for the boys who have represented Brooke Priory impeccably over the past few months.
The teams have been led brilliantly by this year’s captains Phoebe and Bailey, who have been ably assisted by vice captains Lexi-Mae and
William. As usual in Form VI we recognise sporting achievement and progress through the awarding of ‘colours’ at the conclusion of each
term. These are given to those children that have shown a consistently impressive level of application, attitude and performance across
their time in Prep school for any of the five sports played in games lessons. Well done to all Form VI who received their hockey and rugby
colours during our final assembly of the term.

Form VI is always the pinnacle of your
child’s time at Brooke Priory School, with
an abundance of activities, responsibilities
and achievements to celebrate. In
preparation for life at senior school, they
are afforded increased independence and
are expected to take greater ownership of
their academic and pastoral development.
After applying for their positions of
responsibility during the school holidays,
the Form VI pupils were delighted to
receive their roles at the start of the term.
This has been complemented by our
timetabled Leadership lesson with Mr
Flint each week, and opportunities to
involve themselves in the wider life of the
school. The pupils have been able to
support younger children in swimming
sessions, interact with parents during the
Friday coffee morning and organise whole
school competitions and events. The
reintroduced ‘Buddy system’ has once
again proved a real highlight of the
Autumn term, helping the Kindergarten
children to settle into Brooke Priory life,
as well as enabling Form VI to act a role
models. This year, we even had the
opportunity to deliver short maths lessons
to our buddies using PowerPoints created
as part of our computing curriculum. In
the classroom and on the sports pitches,
the Form VI pupils have represented the
school superbly, embodying all of the
school’s values.
Mr Wand & Mr Bancroft
Form VI Teachers

Other fixtures and competitions on the calendar for Forms V and VI to represent Brooke Priory over the past term were the annual
Rutland Schools basketball and cross country competitions, as well as a swimming fixture with Leicester Grammar which involved a range
of individual races and team relays. The basketball competition was held over two consecutive weeks starting with qualifying rounds that
fed into a finals day. All of our children performed superbly with one of the teams qualifying for the finals, eventually finishing fifth out of
sixteen local schools. We have also entered the Rutland cross country league this year, a competition run over three Saturdays during the
winter and a lovely opportunity for our keen runners to compete more regularly.
Returning to hockey and rugby, Form IV have had an impressive term, which began with some really enjoyable fixtures at Copthill on a
warm late summer’s day in September, and finished with the visit of St Peter’s on a somewhat cooler day at the end of November. We
are delighted with the progress they are all making and their performances certainly bode well for next year as the number of fixtures
they have steadily increases as they move into Form V. Our Form III hockey team had a very rewarding first ever fixture at Stoneygate,
which gave them a taste of competitive action.
We continue to strive for a developmental and enjoyable learning environment for our children during our inter school fixtures, as we
work to ensure the fixtures experience is as positive, educational and beneficial as possible for the children. Winning is not the sole
motivating factor for children to play sport. They are generally more intrinsically motivated and like to improve at a task, as well as
having fun, meeting friends and relishing the opportunity to play. Although it is important for them to strive to do their best and
experience success as well as failure, there’s a depth to sport that goes way beyond results, medals, trophies and winning.
Our ‘Competitive Fixtures Ethos’ is available to view under the enrichment section of our school website, this is something we are
extremely proud of. Thank you so much to all parents for contributing to this ‘team effort’ and supporting us with this approach from the
sidelines.
One of the highlights of Form VI for the children is undoubtedly the chance to undertake whole school roles and responsibilities. This is a
key part of their development as individuals and why Form VI is such a special time for the children. As well as the roles of hockey and
rugby captains mentioned above, we have also awarded Harriet and William the responsibility of being swimming captains, with Leon as
their vice-captain. Bailey’s consistently impressive performances landed him the role of cross country captain, while Claudia was
rewarded for her enthusiasm for basketball with the role of captaincy for our recent Rutland Schools tournament, with Freddie as vicecaptain.
We introduced a new role of ‘PE Prefect’ just last year, so I was delighted to award Honey, Lexi-Mae, Darcey and William this
responsibility. They have so far been helping with leadership and organisational elements of our PE and sport provision and I hope to
challenge them further as the year progresses, with increased responsibility. A great opportunity for them to develop the important
Brooke Priory value of confidence, as well as cultivate their leadership skills.
We were delighted to be able to organise and run some sporting events over the past term, in which we could invite local schools to
come along and take part. There was of course our annual Brooke Priory cross country at Rutland Water in early October, which as usual
included a fun run for our Pre-Prep children. The start of November saw us welcome local schools to Brooke for a Year 4 touch rugby
festival. This proved to be a really fun and successful event for all, giving everyone in attendance the opportunity to try out touch rugby
and meet children from other schools. It was also great for the children to display our school value of friendliness and happiness through
welcoming our guests to Brooke Priory.
Our extra-curricular PE and sport clubs have proved very popular with the children over the past term. The multi-sport clubs for Forms IIIVI provide a great opportunity for the children to try out various sports and games. Pre-Prep sports skills is an ideal club for
supplementing our current PE provision, offering games and activities that accompany the work we do in PE lessons on physical literacy.

As the Autumn term ends it is time to look forward to a packed Spring of PE and sport here at Brooke Priory, which for the Prep
children means a switch to netball and football for games and fixtures. We also have gymnastics and dodgeball competitions on the
horizon, as well as more swimming events and cross country league meets. Our sponsored swim will return to its regular Spring term
slot and Kindergarten will begin their Brooke Priory swimming journey from January. Add to this all of the children’s regular PE lessons,
games sessions, fixtures/competitions, swimming and sports clubs, then it promises to be a busy and extremely exciting few months.
Finally, I continue to enjoy putting pen to paper and writing a regular PE and sport blog, with the intention of keeping everyone
updated on the many endeavours and achievements of the children, as well as providing some insight into the day to day goings on in
PE and sport here at Brooke Priory. The blogs can be found on the ‘Parents’ section of our school website and on our social media
channels.
Mr Smith
Head of Sport
Tudor Purses

Roman Chariots

Science at Brooke Priory continues to be hands on, practical, stimulating and most of all fun!
Form III have enjoyed learning about rocks and fossils, and our amazing bodies. They have made exploding volcanoes, fossilised amber,
models of the earth’s core, life size skeletons and models of working muscles. Form IV have enjoyed learning about teeth and our
digestive system, particularly when they made a working model and produced poo! They have also started investigating electricity and
electrical circuits, culminating in making their own torches and burglar alarms.

U8/U9 Boys Rugby

U11 Girls Hockey

Starting with the Welly Days back in October, Year III and IV created some wonderful natural sculptures in the style of Andy
Goldsworthy, then the following week, Year V and VI constructed their own Christmas trees, along with their own natural decorations,
which you will have seen standing proudly outside the classrooms.
Continuing with the Design and Technology, each year group has worked on a project linked to their classroom topic. To compliment
their science work on moving body parts, Year III have enjoyed making jointed rod puppets, whilst Year IV learnt how to use a drill and
saw to make their wheeled Roman Chariots out of recycled materials and wood.
Year V have used textiles to design and make their own Tudor purses, practising their hand sewing skills, along with using a sewing
machine for the first time, with pleasing results all round.
To support their topic on WWI, Year VI have made a more advanced wheeled vehicle in the form of either a tank or a land army tractor,
which they have thoroughly enjoyed and produced some impressive models.
The Art and DT clubs have been for Year IV and V this term, with the IV’s working on some beautiful wax resist and watercolour spiders
web pictures, and Year V persevering successfully to build a motorised model each. Next term the club will be for Year VI, with Year III
being in the Summer term.
On a final note, next term sees the opening of the exciting IAPS National Art competition, which they have themed this year under the
heading My Hero. Starting in January, Years III - VI will be working on this in their art lessons, but with your support, it would be helpful
if the children could think about who their hero will be, and possibly collect together some pictures to aid them. It might simply be their
Mum or Dad for making their Christmas wonderful, a Grandparent they admire, or a more famous person. It could make an interesting
family discussion over Christmas! Enjoy.
Mrs Littleworth
Head of Art & DT

Form V have thoroughly enjoyed their chemistry unit this term with all the fantastic practical experiments to show the different types
of reaction and their science vocabulary has grown immensely. They have made slime, lava lamps, inflated balloons with carbon
dioxide, separated a mystery solution and investigated luminescence. Form VI have been learning all about the circulatory and
respiratory systems by making a model of the heart, comparing their lung capacities and most exciting of all….dissecting a real pig’s
heart to see if they could recognise the internal structure.
A challenge set by our science prefects, Charlie and Theo was to enter the Blue Peter Competition, to name the new satellite due to be
launched, explain how the satellite could help our planet and also design a badge to be placed on the side of it. Dougie in Form IV and
Sebastien in Form VI both sent in brilliant entries and we are waiting excitedly for news of how they have got on.
Mrs Cashman
We look forward to many more exciting experiments next term.
Head of Science

What a warm welcome I have had from everyone in my first term at Brooke Priory School. It has been a busy and fun term in the
languages department. I love that the children always greet me full of enthusiasm for their French lessons; it has been a joy to get to
know them this term. I have been amazed by the Nursery and Pre School children with their learning of the nursery rhymes in French
especially ‘Saute Petit Lapin’ (Hop Little Bunnies) which is a firm favourite. I have had conversations in French with the Kindergarten
children who can greet each other, say hello, their name, how they are feeling and goodbye and they have sung the Christmas song,
‘Étoile de Noel’ beautifully with Form I. Form I have told me which fruits they like and do not like in French, and I have discovered which
instruments Form II play using the verb ‘jouer’.
Form II have also told the nativity story in French which they did brilliantly. Form III have introduced themselves in French to me, saying
their name, where they live, how old they are as well and their nationality. They have revisited their numbers and have made cross
curricular links with their history topic too, looking at the three ages in Ancient Britain in French through a variety of listening, speaking,
reading, and writing tasks.
Form IV have informed me which items they do and do not have in their pencil cases and the game ‘Jacques à dit’ has become a firm
favourite, reinforcing classroom commands. In addition, the have decoded unfamiliar text about The Romans and will also be learning
how the Gods and Goddesses link to the days of the week in French. Form V have told me all about their pets in their presentations in
French, saying which pets they do and do not have and what their pets are called. Cross curricular links have also been made this term
with their Tudor topic, as they have learned to decode unfamiliar texts in French about Henry VIII.
Form VI have started their final year at Brooke Priory building on their previous knowledge and enhancing their reading, writing,
listening, and speaking skills. Through the ‘À L’école’ topic, the children have told me in French which subjects they study, their opinions
about those subjects and on which days and at what time they study them as well as using conjunctions to form more complex
sentences. They have started their next topic, ‘Le Week-end’ and I am looking forward to hearing the children talk in French about what
they like to do in their own time and using connectives to increase their fluency.
In French Club this term we have discovered more about French culture. We have listened to different types of French music from
classical to modern, but the favourite was ‘café music’, researched famous French artists and became Monet recreating our favourite
paintings, became French actors, retelling the well-known story ‘Le Lièvre et la Tortue’ in French. Our French food week was a particular
highlight and we also looked at ‘Le Bleuet de France’ which is how Remembrance Day is celebrated in France.
Remember to keep practising your French over the holidays using your logins for the interactive games. If you are heading to a French
speaking country try to order some food and drink, say hello, goodbye and thank you in French.
Madame Persani
A super first term, everyone. Wishing you all a Joyeux Noël et Bonne Année.

Modern Foreign Languages Teacher

How wonderful it has been being able to enjoy live music, especially singing, in school again. All forms have been busy making music each
week in their lessons with Mrs Gant and Mrs Grantham. The focus in Forms III – VI this term has been on developing singing and rhythmic
skills – each form has learned a song from a West End show and they have also learned to work independently creating and composing
short rhythm pieces in small groups. Instrumental and singing lessons are back in full flow and it is wonderful to see the progress pupils
are making with our peripatetic teachers. We have had a number of new starters on the flute, piano, guitar and drums and we can’t wait
to hear them as they become more confident on their instruments.
Form II pupils have made an impressive start to whole-class violin lessons with Mrs Gant, with some of the violinists even taking the
opportunity to perform in the Form I and II Christmas performance. Selected Form VI singers and two of the school’s violinists ventured
over to Oakham School in November to take part in Oakham School’s ‘Prep School Music Day’. They rehearsed music in a variety of styles
and the day culminated in an inspiring concert that I’m sure pupils will remember for a long time.
The school’s music ensemble has been relaunched this term and it has been lovely to be together as a group making music again each
Tuesday lunchtime. This term, ensemble has involved pupils in Forms IV – VI, and I will be opening it up to musicians in Form III after
Christmas. It is also open to pupils learning an instrument outside of school.
In recent weeks things have of course taken a ‘Christmassy’ turn and Forms III to VI have been busy preparing music for the Carol Service.
Form VI also had a moment of fame, and a lot of fun, as they recorded ’23 sleeps’ for Rutland Sounds annual ‘Sleeps to Santa’ song.
Mrs Gant
Head of Music

Mrs Kempin
Receptionist
I have almost completed my first term in my busy role at Brooke
Priory and I am really enjoying getting to know all the staff and
children as they go past my desk each day. They have all given me a
wonderful welcome.
My background is mainly in travel and events having spent over 10
years as a Travel and Event Consultant working all across the UK
and overseas organising corporate events, conferences and shows.
I love languages, and studied Spanish and Italian at University
spending time living and studying in Spain. This eventually led to me
becoming an in-house systems trainer for the same travel company,
where I trained many clients in Spain and Latin America both face
to face and online.
After having my daughter, I decided to combine my love of
languages with my love of teaching/training and started up my own
little business teaching Spanish to the next generation; from babies
and parents up to primary age children. We had lots of fun learning
languages through song, games and play! It was a lifelong ambition
for me and something I am sure I will go back to in some capacity in
the future.

Sadly “lockdown” put a big pause on my classes and now that my
little girl Hattie has started Kindergarten here at Brooke, I wanted
to get back into a full time role and really wanted to work in an
educational environment making use of my experience.
As someone that is passionate about language learning I am so
pleased to see so many of the children at Brooke having fun and
enjoying learning French and it has been great to “brush up” on my
French skills with Madame Persani!

Mrs Kempin with Hattie
Mrs Lamyman
Teaching Assistant
Before I tell you all a little bit about myself, I would like to first
say a huge thank you to everyone for making me feel so welcome
in the short time I have been a part of the Brooke Priory family.
My path to education has not been a straight one, but it has
always been where I wanted to end up. After I had completed my
undergraduate in English Literature and my postgraduate in
Teaching English, I was ready to take on the world. Fate,
however, had other plans and I met my husband who was at that
time serving in the armed forces. So instead of taking my shiny
new qualifications into the classroom, I spent the next 11 years
going on adventures all over the world.
Finally, we settled permanently in Oakham, and I was able to
focus on getting back into the classroom. As part of achieving my
Level 3 Supporting Teaching and Learning I volunteered in a local
primary school and was quickly offered a permanent role. After
an amazing year there, I was ready for a new challenge and so I
find myself here in this lovely school. At Brooke Priory I spend
much of my time with the fantastic Form III and the wonderful
Mrs. Sillett, I am slowly getting to know everybody, you may have
seen me doing English with Form V or Reading in Form II.
When I am not at school you can usually find me tramping
through a muddy field with my three dogs Gus, Pip and Nox, they
also go on holiday with us and have stamps in their Doggy
Passports for France, Italy, Germany, and Cyprus. My love of
travel (and my very cute pups) has fostered a keen interest in
photography, and I get as much practice as I can, though I’m not
very good yet! As the term draws to a close, I am excited to see
all your Christmas projects
and performances, it is
always such a busy and
wonderful time of year and
I wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and look forward
to seeing you in the New
Year.

The children at Brooke Priory really are a credit to the school and it
is a pleasure to get to meet them all.
I am very excited to be starting my journey at Brooke Priory and
look forward to getting to know many more of the parents and
children as time goes on.
Mrs Lamyman and her pups

At the beginning of the Autumn term, we were thrilled to unveil our brand new sensory room, which is located next to Form I. This new
facility, will predominantly be used for Nursery, Pre-School and Pre-Prep. It’s a calm and nurturing space that allows the children to
engage with the world around them using all their senses in a mindful and creative way. Utilising this sensory experience can help open
up a child's learning brain and has a positive impact on wellbeing. The sensory room also contains a reading space which allows the
children to explore the books in a relaxed and soothing environment. Our thanks go to Miss McNaughtan for creating such a tranquil and
enjoyable space for our children.

Kitty Richardson, former pupil of Stamford High School and Brooke
Priory, Oakham is the recipient of the 2021 MY HERO International
Film Festival Emerging Artist Award. Kitty Richardson is a
singer-songwriter from Oakham, currently at the University of Leeds.
She was a music scholar at Stamford School who won Rutland’s Got
Talent in 2015 with her song ‘Wonderland’, award presented by Rob
Persani, and has been on BBC Introducing twice.

MY HERO first became aware of Kitty Richardson when she applied to be a college intern in 2020 while attending the University of
Leeds for her Year in Industry. For the project, Kitty produced and directed a powerful short film, “Do You See Rainbow?” that helps
viewers understand autism through her experiences, which has come joint first in the Overcoming Obstacles category 2021, and she
has won the College Song Contest with her composition, “Dear Mum.”
Kitty is a passionate artist, filmmaker and musician who has faced many challenges. She explains, “At the age of 12 - I was diagnosed
autism and with EDS, a rare connective tissue disorder. This spurred me on to writing, producing and publishing my first song to
raise money for the EDS charity. Soon after an album followed. Ever since then I have been passionate about creating music of all
types. I must credit my teachers, Mrs Burton from Brooke Priory School and Mr Turner from Stamford High School, for not only
introducing me to music, but for encouraging and believing in me at such an early age.”

Its always wonderful to hear from ex Brooke Priory
Pupils. Congratulations to Jed Gelderbloom who
has just been selected to play for Scotland U20
rugby squad. Well done Jed!

I started at Brooke Priory in January 2007 after relocating to Rutland with my mum, dad and younger sister Alice. As you may know,
my mum is Mrs Cashman and she started working at Brooke Priory at the same time as Alice and I joined. We moved from East
Sussex where we had lived since I was born. The school was so welcoming and I made lots of great friends. I have many happy
memories of my time at school and all the teachers that helped me along the way. My favourite subject was history and Mrs Allen
made our lessons come alive and we also used to have brilliant discussions about battles that had been fought in the past. I was
lucky enough to win the history cup when I left Brooke.
Congratulations to our Head Girl and Head Boy. Jessica’s favourite subjects
are History and English and she also enjoys Maths. - she is looking forward to
giving other girls in the school a voice. Freddie’s favourite lesson is Games but
he also likes English, History & Art and is very keen to represent the school in
his new role.

I went on to take my GCSE’s and my A levels at Loughborough Grammar. I decided that I didn’t want to go to university as I was
keen to start work and earning my own money! I worked full time but I also completed my special constable training with the
Leicestershire Police and worked as a SPC in Melton for 2 years. I then applied to join the British Transport Police, I completed my
training in London and came out with Honours. I have worked for the BTP for 2 years now, based in Peterborough, where during the
first lockdown my fiancée and I bought our first house. Recently I have applied to the Cambridgeshire Police, where I hope to take
my sergeants exams and move up the ranks into CID. I start work with the Cambridgeshire Police in January for their response team
and I’m very much looking forward to the opportunity.

