As always the Summer Term at Brooke
Priory is the busiest and perhaps the most
enjoyable. Thankfully, due to our
resourceful staff, our residentials went
ahead and the children thoroughly
enjoyed their time away and came back
happy and smiley if a little exhausted from
their travels. Following inclement
weather, our sports days were pushed
back and both went ahead in beautiful,
sunny and near perfect weather
conditions. A huge thanks must go to Mr
Smith our Head of Sport, and his staff,
who put together a detailed programme
that allowed our children to partake in a
fabulous day of sport and importantly,
allowed our parents to enjoy the
spectacle within carefully controlled Covid
guidelines.

in particular among our school community
has been heart warming and filled us with
a huge sense of pride. Our values are the
heartbeat of the school and they form the
basis of our successful rewards
programme. Our house points awarded by
adults, and uniquely, by children, are a
great way of recognising the embodiment
of these values. Perhaps the most
prestigious award is the jigsaw piece; this
is awarded by a member of staff to an
individual or group of children for an
outstanding example of the application of
our values. This year a particular highlight
was the award from a member of the
public, Mrs Jayne Wynn, who commented
and reported on social media of the
outstanding ‘respectfulness’ shown by our
children on their annual cycling trip to
Rutland Water.

We are so proud of all our Early Years
children this term, they have blossomed
with confidence, with their communication
and language skills being at the heart of
their learning. We look forward to seeing
the Nursery children back in September and
wish our Pre-School children the best of luck
in Kindergarten, you will love it!

Welly Day fun!

Mrs Jayne Winn - presenting Form V with a
Values Jigsaw piece for respectfulness.
1. Positive relationships are crucial in
ensuring our teachers and staff have the
best possible understanding of each
individual child, teaching is all about
relationships and something that we put
right at the top of our list.
Our
relationships with parents are also vital in
facilitating us all working together in the
best interest of the children.

Early Years Sports Day

Our school values underpin everything we
do at Brooke Priory School. Teachers and
children always aim to ‘be the best we can
be’ - this shared vision and commitment
has helped us during this most challenging
of years. The resilience and teamwork

Nursery and Pre-School have enjoyed yet
another fun-filled term with many exciting
topics. Nursery have especially enjoyed
engaging with activities, through their
play in the creepy crawly world of
Minibeasts, learning all about their
habitats and all that make them
unique. Pre–School also enjoyed being
transported on Safari this term. Covering
all areas of learning, we ‘prowled like
lions’, ‘ran like a cheetah’ and used our
range of skills to create many wonderful
safari animal masks.

2. Excellence in Teaching and Learning as
a focus ensures that lessons are
stimulating, inspirational, well pitched and
purposeful. Our culture of taking risks in
the classroom and staff development are
the key to success in this area.
3. A sense of belonging ensures that
children feel happy, confident and
content. It is special to be part of the
Brooke Priory family. The pride in our
school and the willingness to do the right
thing helps create a positive, safe and
shared culture in classrooms and
beyond.
Prep Sports Day

4. A world of opportunity relates to our
broad curriculum, range of trips
and experiences & extra-curricular
programme.

We have refined our school aims in
preparation for September. Whilst there
is no dramatic shift, redrafting, simplifying
and sharing these aims is important to
ensure our school community have a
shared picture of what we are working
towards and where we are heading.

5. Global Contributors refers to life and
world beyond the ‘Brooke Priory Bubble’,
we realise that we are in a privileged
position and that children can learn and
appreciate so much from the world
around us.

Please find a brief summary of the 5 aims:

On behalf of all of the staff, I would like to
wish you all a very happy, restful and
enjoyable summer holiday.

Suzie McMurray
Nursery & Pre-School Manager

Welly Day fun!

Bug Hunting!

Pre-School on Safari
Welly Day is always a firm favourite with
our little ones; they were all very
enthusiastic about hunting for bugs, using
our bug hunting tools, meeting Horlicks
the pony and finding that many
Minibeasts had taken over the Fairy Tree!

Express Yourself Day
Kindergarten have worked so very hard
this year and have had lots of fun along
the way! We enjoyed our first class trip
and visited the farm as part of our farming
topic and enjoyed watching the sheep
racing!

We have been learning all about recycling
and how we can help save the planet! We
have really enjoyed using our ‘recycling
station’ in the classroom. We have made
our own paper and also used lots of bottle
tops to create ‘The Earth’. We displayed
them on our classroom wall to help us
remember to Reduce, Re-use and Recycle!
After learning about recycling and bees
the children are certainly passionate
about looking after our environment and
planet, they have even taught their
families lots of new things! We also said
hello to Charlie and Sebby and a fond
farewell to Harrison; we wish him lots of
luck in his new school.
Miss Katy McNaughtan
Kindergarten Teacher

What a year it has been! We are so
incredibly proud of the children’s
enthusiasm, resilience and teamwork this
year. They have made great progress and
their attitudes towards learning have
been excellent in what has been a tough
year for young children. We have covered
many exciting topics such as The Great
Fire of London, seaside's, the polar
regions and Africa. We introduced
‘Challenge Time’ this year in our
continuous provision with the children
taking more responsibility for their
learning which has been a real success.
What a busy year Form II have had. From
starting out as the ‘Amazing Eight’, they
quickly became the ’Terrific Twelve” with
the lovely addition of Clemmie, Phoebe,
Douglas and George. Throughout the year
they have worked incredibly hard,
applying themselves like superstars to
online learning. The highlight being their
‘African Safari Day’ where they produced
excellent artwork, creative safari shoebox
scenes, descriptive poetry as well as
entertaining ‘Safari Recordings’. Through
T4W they have trapped dragons, become
superheroes and
journeyed with a
meerkat.
Challenge Time
Our Welly Days have been thoroughly
enjoyable where children went paddling
in the stream, climbed the fairy tree and
built dens. To add to this, our end of year
pool party was a real highlight and ended
a fabulous year with a bang. We wish all
the children a wonderful summer break
and cannot wait to see them all again in
September.

What a super last term we have had in
Form III. The highlights have been; the
residential, the visit from the theatre
company, cycling day and sports day. On
our first ever residential, we were lucky
with the weather, the food and some
amazing activities. Learning how to build a
shelter, start a fire and having a water fight
were amongst the favourite activities. It
was, for some of the children, their first
trip away from family and they were all
amazing, the school values of friendship,
resilience
and
confidence
shining
through.
A big treat for us was when we watched
the theatre company perform A
Midsummers Night’s Dream. It was the
first time that we had been in the theatre
for a while and what a performance it was,
funny, entertaining and with lots of
opportunities to join in. Cycling day
enabled everyone to get out and enjoy
Rutland Water, there were lots of positive
comments from the children about how
much fun they had had with friends and of
course the day was topped off with an
ice lolly, a small reward for the
respectfulness they had all shown in a
public place to others they had met when
cycling around.

Sports Day was amazing! A real chance for
the children to shine and with the added
excitement at having the parents watch
too, the children were full of smiles and
really tried their best, well done
everybody.

Miss Vicki Sanders & Miss Helen Beadsley
Form I Teachers
Pool Party
Sunny outlook from Sophia!
They have been learning about weather
and even had a go at being weather
reporters and produced their own videos!
Whether it was building dens on Welly
Day, painting like Picasso or swimming like
elite athletes for their sponsored swim,
Form II have been just brilliant.
Mrs Sacha Gelderbloom
Form II Teacher

All the teachers in Form III would like to
thank the children for a great year, it has
been a pleasure to get to know each and
every child and we hope they all have a
great summer.
Mrs Claire Sillett, Mrs Nicki Cashman &
Mrs Fiona Trembath. Form III Teachers

Wow, where do I start when reflecting on
the past year! This has been such a tough
year for the class but yet I am incredibly
impressed and proud at how they have
taken everything in their stride. Remote
learning was a challenge for us all, however
the class managed to produce some
beautiful collaborative and individual work
across the curriculum. Their ICT skills also
dramatically improved and they are all now
very proficient on a computer!
Back at school, although we have had
restrictions and very few trips the children
have remained engaged and motivated and
continue to work hard through to the end of
term. Across the curriculum we have
completed many collaborative and creative
tasks which have been thoroughly enjoyed
by the children. These have ranged from
making a digestive system out of tights,
bananas and orange juice in science.
Creating a snowman out of chocolate and
marshmallows as part of our instruction
writing topic in English and designing and
creating Viking shields in history.
It was fantastic when restrictions were
slightly eased, and cricket fixtures could take
place. Despite some pre match nerves! All
the children loved travelling to other
schools, playing competitive fixtures and
socialising with the opposition.
We were lucky in the second half of the
summer term to have our cycling day on a
beautifully sunny day. The children’s
resilience was fantastic, and I was incredibly
proud to be their teacher when numerous
members of the public commented to me on
their exceptional politeness and behaviour.
The highlight of the year, undoubtedly, was
the residential trip to Whitwell Hall.
Watching the class playing, working
together, having water fights, helping each
other with hammers and tying knots, rolling
in the river and telling each other jokes
around the campfire with huge smiles on
their faces was so rewarding after the tough
year they have been through. This is a year I
am sure the children and I will not forget,
saying this, I couldn’t have asked for a more
hardworking and delightful class to have
experienced it with.
Mrs Sarah Clarke
Form IV Teacher

Form IV Cycling Day

Form V have had such a busy, exciting and
fun-packed term with a three-day residential
trip to Norfolk and the very popular
Enterprise Project! Staying by the beautiful
Overstrand beach, the children took part in
a wonderful day out to Blakeney Point
where they walked through the varying
terrains of the mud-flats, sand dunes and
shingle beaches. They explored the varying
habitats and wildlife, discussed the human
impacts on the area and searched for semiprecious stones. Walking through the
mudflats with our shoes off and taking a
boat out to see the grey seals were
particularly special!
In small groups, the children have also been
working hard on their own ‘businesses’,
taking £10 and trying to grow it as much as
they can to raise money for charity. Each
group had their own branding, business plan
and stall to sell on. Between them, they
organised parties and discos for the younger
children; made cookies, biscuits, brownies,
chocolate apples, slushies, lemonade and
smoothies; created bracelets, fridge
magnets and scrunchies and organised
impressive raffle prizes like signed rugby
balls and footballs. Collectively they raised a
wonderful £707.64!
Mr Chris Tait & Mr Jon Wand
Form V Teachers
Enterprise Day

It has certainly been an action-packed term of PE and sport for the children as we aimed to make up for lost time after remote learning
dominated the majority of the spring term. Despite everyone’s best efforts, this period of time meant the children were deprived of their
usually healthy amount of physical activity and sporting opportunities. This will have ultimately, to various extents, had an impact on
their physical, emotional and social well-being. This is something we were conscious of and eager to address. Once the children were
able to return to their learning in person here at Brooke Priory, we were eager to go above and beyond with our PE and sport provision,
to ensure this side of their school life played a huge role in helping the children return to ‘normality’.
It was brilliant to see high numbers of children attending our PE and sport extra curricular clubs throughout the term, with the sports
skills and multi-sports clubs proving popular and providing the children with opportunities to develop their fundamental PE skills, as well
as try out a variety of sports and activities. Running club continues to be popular with the children and it is wonderful to see so many
early risers in school long before 8am on a Friday, eager to develop their endurance and technique.

Finally, I have really enjoyed writing a PE
and sport blog this year, with the
intention of keeping everyone updated on
the many endeavours and achievements
of the children. My latest blog, as well as
others from this year, can be found on the
‘Parents’ section of our school website
and on our social media channels.
Mr Matt Smith
Head of Sport

We were delighted to be able to resume inter school fixtures this term, with a ‘geographical COVID bubble’ established between
ourselves and other local schools, in order to keep travel to a minimum and establish effective protocols for the safety of all. We had
some wonderfully productive cricket fixtures with the likes of Copthill, Laxton and Stamford, that were developmental and educational
for the children with just the right amount of competitive edge. Particularly for our Form VI team who were able to play some hardball
cricket matches during their final term of sport here at Brooke Priory.

We returned to the swimming pool at the beginning of the summer term following our long break and having the sponsored swim in the
final few weeks was a nice way to end our year. In the build up to the sponsored swim week we encouraged the children to always
recognise the need to show consideration for other people who are less fortunate than ourselves, reflecting on the need to always show
humility and selflessness. As a result of the children’s hard work and resilience during the twenty-minute challenge, we have raised lots
of money for two very worthy children’s charities. The Sports Connections Foundation (a charity that uses sport to inspire and transform
the lives of children) and Team Alfred (funding treatment for a young boy with cerebral palsy). Thank you to all who donated and
supported the children during this event.
School sports days are always a fitting way to end any school year and we were determined to hold our usual Pre-Prep and Prep events
following the enforced cancellation last year. We were so delighted to be able to welcome parents back to watch a sports event at
Brooke Priory for the first time in well over a year and both occasions proved hugely rewarding and enjoyable for the children. They
worked incredibly hard during all of their summer term athletics lessons in PE and it was brilliant for them to be able to exhibit their
talents and enthusiasm during the much-anticipated sports days. The introduction of a house competition in the Prep sports day added a
bit of healthy rivalry, with the day culminating in the spectacle of house relay races. This is something we hope to evolve and develop
next year. Well done to Ospreys who were very narrow winners. Thank you to all who came along to spectate, we really appreciate your
cooperation with regards to the rules and regulations in place on the day. Your contribution ensured all of the children had a hugely
memorable event to end their year of PE sport.

Science - Making lava lamps

Miss Katy McNaughtan, Pupil Wellbeing
Lead

Forms III-VI excelled during their cycling days, showing Brooke Priory’s values in abundance as we navigated our way around the cycle
paths of Rutland Water. Plenty of hard work, resilience and teamwork were on display from the children, as they kept one another going
throughout these challenging but enjoyable and ultimately rewarding days. We were also hugely proud of the children for their
friendliness and happiness, as they showed consideration and respectfulness to members of the public; so much so that one person
commented online through a local social media page about how impressed she was with the pupils for their manners and regard for
others. This was a real feather in the cap for Brooke Priory and the values we are always looking to promote and instil into our everyday
practice.

The Rutland Schools Athletics competition took place at Corby this term, providing the Form III-VI children with an opportunity to express
themselves and compete against other schools in a variety of athletics disciplines. There was an Olympic style format to the day, with
each school being assigned a country to ‘represent’; ours was South Korea. The children embraced this wonderfully, this concept
certainly added to the enjoyment of the day. We had a number of individual successes in a variety of events and the Brooke Priory
teamwork came to the fore at the conclusion of the competition with plenty of success in the relays. The children were rewarded for
their hard work with a victory overall, ending the day at the top of the medal table and bringing home the winners trophy. This was a nice
reward for the hard work and commitment of the children that represented us on the day, but also those that didn’t qualify for the
event. This success wouldn’t have been possible without the high standards of effort, enthusiasm and attitude to learning from all Brooke
Priory pupils in lessons on a day to day basis. A real team effort.

times in a personalised way that suits the
individual child. They do this through
stories, games, 1:1 with Elsie (our emotional
support dog) pictures and chat. The aim is to
improve the child’s well-being and enable
them to relax. We are looking forward to
expanding this even further next year
including the addition of a sensory room and
drama lessons that can help the children to
understand their emotions and the feelings
of others.

At Brooke Priory we pride ourselves on
the opportunities that we are able to give
the children. Always at the forefront of
our minds are the happiness, resilience
and wellbeing of the children. We have
worked very hard to incorporate a focus
on wellbeing and positive mental health
into our daily life at school. Through
discussion and activities in our Personal,
Social and Health Education (PSHE)
lessons, the children have the opportunity
to learn about feelings, friendships and
emotions. The teachers help the children
to learn different strategies that may
assist them in different social and
emotional situations. Yoga sessions have
been successful in our pre prep and the
children have enjoyed creating a calm
space for themselves. From time-to-time
children at Brooke Priory may need a little
extra help in relieving tension or worries
that they may be having. We are very
lucky to have Mrs Johnson our Emotional
Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA), along
with Miss McNaughtan who is trained in
Drawing and Talking therapy. This helps
the children talk and work through these

As in the words of Confucius: "I hear and I
forget. I see and I remember. I do and I
understand." At Brooke Priory, science is all
about hands on practical investigations.
Even when we had to move to Virtual
Learning the children were encouraged to
continue with their practical experiments
and we got to see shadow puppet theatres,
creatively designed models of life cycles,
Titanic investigations. Once back at school,
we enjoyed celebrating British Science week
by designing crash suits for eggs and
catapults to see how far an egg could fly!
The poster competition was entered by all
the children from Form I to Form VI and the
winners in each class received a science
notebook and an invisible ink pen for all
their secret experiments! Although we
didn’t win any of the top prizes, we sent our
top 5 poster entries to the National
competition, and we are looking forward to
taking part in this again next year.
Congratulations to Chris Zhang for passing
his science entrance paper to Oundle
School. It has been so wonderful hearing the
children tell me with such excitement about
their favourite experiments this year, from
making and testing watertight bulkheads,
showing the pollination process by using
Wotsits or observing an endothermic
reaction by making slime, they have all been
memorable. Science at Brooke Priory is
always exciting!
Mrs Nicki Cashman , Head of Science

The Form VI pupils enjoyed an incredible
final term at Brooke Priory School,
showcasing the school values of resilience,
confidence, friendliness and happiness on
their residential and as part of their
Enterprise Experience. The leavers were
also able to demonstrate their teamwork
on the return to competitive fixtures this
summer as all pupils were involved in
cricket matches against Stamford, Copthill
and Laxton.
One of the highlights of the term was
undoubtedly the dance workshop which
linked with our post-war history topic to
celebrate dance through the twentieth
century. Miss Francesca’s mash-up kept the
children on their toes (metaphorically and
literally) to produce an outstanding
performance, enjoyed by all in their
Leavers’ Assembly. It was wonderful to
celebrate their achievements in our annual
Prize Giving celebrations, and we all wish
them well on their journey to senior
school.
Mr Joseph Bancroft
Form VI Teacher

Form VI is the culmination of our pupil’s Brooke Priory journey. As well as being ‘top of the tree’ and walking tall, we create various
opportunities to ensure all our children are ready to start the next step of their schooling.

As the academic year draws to a close, The Friends of Brooke Priory would like to take this opportunity to thank
you all for your continued support. The Friends committee have been in constant discussion with teachers to
ensure we spend the funds raised on equipment and resources that will benefit the learning of every student.
Some highlights of this year are below:

Developing confidence, independence and the opportunity to lead within the school are crucial elements of the programme. Roles of
responsibility give the children a chance to shine. All children will have the opportunity to apply for a position that suits them. We have
a broad range of roles available, successful recent additions to the portfolio include school librarian, where children will read to others,
give book recommendations and be responsible for the library, and our School Council Leader heads up meetings and takes the
minutes. We will be introducing a ‘leadership’ lesson once per week with Mr Flint, which will include presentation skills, interviewing
and coaching.

Our Form VI children will have the opportunity to interact with adults in various ways, including at our Coffee Shop, on tours and at
school events. Drama will also form part of the Form VI curriculum, Miss McNaughtan will be leading this element allowing children to
develop communication, projection and confidence. Our extended academic timetable on Monday afternoons will give children an
opportunity to ‘dig deeper’ into new topics and subjects and will also help further prepare them for the rigours of senior school. Our
Form VI children have a huge responsibility to be role models for our other children. They genuinely feel a sense of honour and
belonging, which is a privilege to see.
We were delighted to receive news from past pupils of
Brooke Priory - Sophie and Antonia Webster. We were
thrilled to hear that Antonia has been awarded an art
scholarship for entry into the sixth form at Uppingham
School; she is looking forward to studying Art &
Photography along with Music Tech at A level.
Sister Sophie is really looking forward to starting Uppingham
School in September 2021 as a music scholar. She is currently
a member of the National Children's Orchestra of Great
Britain and was due to take her Grade 7 on the French horn
during the summer term. Well done to both girls for their
achievements!
We were equally proud to hear that Grace Beadsley, also an
ex Brooke Priory student, has recently been awarded the
position of both Prefect and Eliot House Captain for Year 13
at Stamford School.

Grace spent 7 years at Brooke Priory, before moving onto
Stamford High School for Year 7. She has wonderful memories of her time at Brooke and when asked said “she was
proud to be a Brooke Priory pupil and her time there has laid
the groundwork for all her achievements in the following
years”

Catch back nets

Magnifying Visualisers

Reading Tepee

Buddy Benches

Other initiatives included donations to the Form I area, ELSA room and a request for Orienteering equipment. Over the next year the
Friends will continue to support the staff and have already looked at Miss Francesca’s request for a ballet barre. This would be a valuable
addition to the dance programme at Brooke Priory. Miss McNaughtan is passionate about a more accessible reading and sensory space
within the library for the EYFS and would like to offer support to make this possible from September.
A bigger challenge for the Friends is to try to find a solution to shade on the playground. We would like to invest in a canopy so that
students can take shelter from the sun in the hotter months. Obviously, this is a more expensive undertaking and we hope you can
continue to support us in our fundraising.
Hannah Caddy, Chair - The Friends of Brooke Priory
Shade Sails

With a heavy heart Mrs Wright has decided to retire at the end of the summer term. Her health has unfortunately prevented her doing
what she loves the most, working with children. She has been a part of the furniture at Brooke Priory for over 30 years and will be
remembered fondly for her commitment, ‘can do attitude’ and expertise. When she feels ready we look forward to welcoming her back
into school and she will always remain part of the Brooke Priory family. Madame Mahan has been a dynamic part of our team for the
past 4 years, her determination and passion has really put Modern Foreign Languages in the headlights as a high profile aspect of the
school’s academic and extra-curricular offer. We wish her well with her next steps including her pursuit of a Masters Degree in
Education. Madame Persani will be replacing her in September, an experienced, professional and engaging teacher so excited to get
started. Mrs Gant will take the reins as new Head of Music, following a period of cover from Mrs Shepperd, Mrs Gant has plans to relaunch Music with concerts, choirs and musical adventures. Miss Forbes, our wonderful Receptionist & Admin Assistant is relocating to
Lincoln to start a new life with her partner. She will be sorely missed; an absolute professional with so much talent and potential.

Congratulations to Philippa’s Daddy.
Mr Andrew Hoy has been selected
to represent Australia in Eventing in
the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games.
Our very Best Wishes from all at
Brooke Priory for a successful trip!
Mrs Wright

Madame Mahan

Miss Forbes

Madame Persani

Mrs Gant

