
 

We continue to be a feeder school of 
choice for our senior school partners. 
Brooke Priory children are always in high 
demand because of their respectful     
attitude, confident demeanour and hard-
working ethos.  

The whirlwind programme of events this 
term saw our children enjoy some        
fabulously competitive sport, and a   
plethora of enrichment trips that included 
Thinktank Museum, Playtown, the Harry 
Potter Studio Tour and Stibbington to 
name but a few. Additionally, the children 
enjoyed some wonderful assemblies with 
The Osprey Project, Body Percussion with 
‘The Beat Goes On’ and we even met the 
Rutland High Sheriff. Just walking the  
hallways of the school, you can also see 
the inspiring artwork the children have 
produced including Egyptian hieroglyphs, 
Winter scenes analysing perspective and 
some brilliant images created on the style 
of Paul Klee. 

This has certainly been a term of very 
mixed emotions. From the euphoria of 
our Form VI students gaining record   
scholarships to their chosen schools,   
followed by the deep shock and sadness 
of learning that our great colleague, 
friend and visiting guitar teacher Peter 
Nelmes had sadly passed away during the 
half term break.  

Coupled with the most recent issues   
surrounding the Coronavirus and all the 
ramifications, we have worked very hard 
to remain positive and focused. We are all 
seeing unprecedented changes in the way 
we all live our lives and as a community 
we must change and adapt together.   
Socrates once said “The secret of change 
is to focus all of your energy, not on 
fighting the old, but on building the new”.  

Although the building will be empty I can 
assure you that the Brooke Priory teaching 
and support staff will continue to educate 
and mentor your children in the exemplary 
manner in which they have always done  
albeit remotely. We have already rolled out 
our online teaching programme which is 
bespoke for each child, challenging and   
interesting. We will continue to develop and 
enhance this online experience and          
appreciate all the feedback we have received 
so far. 

Mrs King will continue to run our social    
media accounts and we would encourage 
you all to send photographs of the children, 
what they are doing, their pictures and    
artwork and visual messages to their friends 
and teachers so as a community we can 
share this experience and keep in touch with 
each other. Please email anything you would 
be happy to share on social media to:                        
communications@brooke.rutland.sch.uk  

On behalf of all the staff I would like to wish 
you a very happy Easter. For the moment 
enjoy the extra time with your children, help 
them continue to learn with our support and 
guidance where you need it, let them read 
and play. To end on another quote by      
Socrates ‘education is the kindling of a flame 
not the filling of a vessel’ and as soon as we 
are able, we shall open the doors of Brooke 
Priory and continue our journey together. 
Please keep in touch, be safe, be kind… 

With my very best wishes,                        

Duncan Flint - Headmaster  

The one constant however is the way in 
which our amazing children appear to 
seamlessly adapt no matter what        
challenges we present to them. A       
wonderful example of this was earlier this 
term. Sadly, I took the difficult but       
necessary decision not to extend an invite 
to the parents to see the Form III & IV        
Production. Despite performing to an  
audience of two, what I witnessed was a 
humbling and uplifting experience. The 
children acted and sang their hearts out, 
showed great teamwork, confidence and 
resilience. Despite being disappointed not 
to perform in front of their parents they 
pulled together and delivered a            
performance that would have made you 
incredibly proud. We hope to have an 
opportunity to share a live performance 
in front of their parents at some point in 
the future. 

The early closure of the school although 
not entirely unexpected still came as a 
shock when it was finally announced;  
suddenly everything became very real and 
here we are facing a future none of us 
could have predicted just a few short 
weeks ago.  

We are defined by our professions, by the 
daily tasks we undertake, the friends we 
share and the love in our lives. The same 
is true of our children, the routine of 
school, the companionship of their  
friends, the sport they play, the art and 
music they create. School provides the 
anchors in their daily lives; without them 
it can be unsettling and frightening. 

As always, the Spring 
Term is an incredibly 
busy but enjoyable 
one. We were very 
proud of our Form VI       
children who all gained 
places in their selected 
senior school. 

Peter Nelmes The Rocky Monster Show  -  Form III & IV Production 

This has been a marvellous term for learning languages. Despite the French   
Residential at the Chateau de Warsy being unfortunately cancelled it did not 
deter our Form V students. Pupils have prepared fabulous presentations about           
themselves and have started working on their chateau books. We are looking    
forward to presenting these via a video link to the French school when Brooke 
Priory re-opens.  

Easter themed activities played a large part in lessons for Form I and Form II and 
they can now say a beautiful French Easter poem complete with actions.         
Pre-School and Form III have been concentrating on learning how to say     
different foods in French as well as the geography of France and the world in         
general.  Form IV have been learning about compass points and describing 
where certain towns are on a French map and Form VI have been preparing 
how to say what they ‘like’ and ‘don’t like’ as well as describing where they live. 

Italian club has focused on teaching our pupils greetings, numbers, colours and food. Sadly the planned trip on the train to the Italian   
restaurant was also postponed but this is something to look forward to in the future; we have lots of plans! 

The Coronavirus has been a good opportunity to discuss the importance of understanding different cultures and languages and how this 
has affected them, including countries such as Italy, Spain and Germany. These discussions highlighted, particularly to our older pupils, 
that it is important not to limit yourself and decide on one career such as a scientist, a linguist, or an actor. Most of the scientists who 
work at the World Health Organisation for example, speak several languages. Natalie Portman, the actress, speaks 4 languages fluently 
and look at Leonardo da Vinci who was a botanist, scientist, artist, an engineer and many more things as well! Languages are the future, 
please keep encouraging your children to learn them and watch out for video posts on our Social Media over the coming weeks to keep 
our pupils engaged and excited about language learning. Whilst we may not be able to physically travel the world at the moment, we can 
still travel immeasurably far in our imaginations and learn lots of exciting new facts. 

Wishing you a Joyeuses Pâques  -  Madam Mahan 

Madam Mahan’s French Theatre Group 

Margaret Miles 

Rutland High   

Sheriff 
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